DAU cg 2, AP ow 
OE 45 a ny 


NILS 


Wor; 0.N SECY NDU Ss: 
Ea 
OR, SOME "E's 


DEFECTS 


Engliſh Laws; 
| With - their Proper 


REMEDIES 


By 9 hearty Lover of his Country. | 


CCRT 


LONDON, 


Printed for the Author : And are_ to berSold by 
_ - John Whitlock, near Stationets-Hall, 1695, LE 


_ _ 


_—_— i. 
ht 


HI : _— 
G OI 


CC . _ 
O—_— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To al hearty Lovers: of their Country, zealous 
Aſertors and Pwrſuers of the known and 
certain Intereſis thereof ; and, in a Word, 


without any more Diſtinfion, To oll True 
Enghſ{b Mem. 


Gentlemen, 


p TS to Tou I recommend thu fmall T| reatiſe, of 
| . Plain, eafie, and profitable Politicks ; "tis to To® 
WP aloye I dedicate it, aud it was for your Sake, 
' and the Service of my dear and entirely-betood 
Country, 1 I have engag'd my Pen, and appear in Publick at 
this time, when .we have  Jomerbing elſe to #, than to write 
or publiſh Boks : News 4s now po, 5 only Theme, and by 
it's, Noiſe drowns al other Talk ; the French. the Spani- 
, the.Savoyards, the Purch, the Enghth; | France, 
anders, Cratin Italy, andthe Rhine, - employ all our 
MGUES, AN moRR- our very Thauthts too. The Seav\and 
the Sal Services LF full Emp to, ard Enger- 
tainment for our Noddles ; the Coffee: Hlrſes are cramm'd, 
the Exchange crouded, all the cry is News, the Spreets 
echo nothing elſe ; the Town 3s diverted, and ſo is the 
Country too / After this manner, the Bath, Aſtrop, Tun- 
briige, ard Epſom, a7 filed with Inquirers of this hind. 
Quelic Novelle? is now the Salutation. The Ladies are 


in toog they attend the News with impatience, the Poſt is 
A 2 foo. 
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"tao How; and the Wind too calm, and too contrary, to hin- 
der the Packet-Boats return, and to detain them fo long on 
that fide. -.Nay,the Fair Sex are become moſt exquiſite Geo- 

raphers, and can give an Account where Cales and Cata- 

ona are, where and Pignerol, as web as moſt Men ; 
they can hardly attend the\mutation of their Modes ;; and, 
as'a-Witty ove among them ſaid, when ask'd why the Faſhion 
continsd ſo —» and with ſo little alteration ? Truly the 
French, the «ſual Faſhion-Mongers of Europe, were now 
otherways employed. The ſtrong Stream, awd chief Current 
being now wholly bent ayes News, whas hopes can,d 'new 
pr have of being handled or read > Oh, there's time 
and leiſure enough for that, in the intervals of News and 
Buſineſs ; befides, mow the Summer is paſt, and the Au- 
tumn and ſhort Days with long Nights approach”; the 
Town will ſuddenly fill, the Men of Bufineſs will haſte hi- 
ther, | Soldiers, States-men, Scholars, Merchants, al\come 
here, this ' is the Rendezvous, the Wy par (eters | then 
the Word will be, What new Books have been lately prin- 
ted > The Anſwer return'd, but few, Trading is dead, Pa- 
per and Printing dear, and Money very ſcarce, and bad in- 
to, the | Bargain, ſad Times indeed ! But, pray when ' were 
we without Complaints Murmurings > And, tho they 
\1may. generally have. Reaſon now, I bo they had the eſs 
then, in thoſe glorious Days of Peace and Plenty ; But 
there always was, and ever will be Repiners, none Rich or 
Great enough, not content with their "State and Condition, 
always uneafie, never ſatisfied or long pleai'd. But here, 
bo here's a Piece of Politicks, not rawn from Cabinet or Co- 
py of the great Richelieu, or greater Mazerine, wo nor from 
the Florentine Secretary : Here are no Politicks laid to 
encreaſe, but to conſerve Empire ; not to make new Con- 
gueſts, but to ſecure old Ones; not to invade and deftroy 


our 
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or Neighbours Dominion, bat to" permit them pearcfuby to 
enjoy. them; not to ſubvert, but to preſerve « Kingdom ; 


ſelf, the happieſt in..the World , ſurrounded with Salt- 
Water, envirowd with floating Bulwarks, invincible in the 
Courage of the Mer,, and renowned for the Beauty of the 
Women ; but, above all, fad for the Mildweſs and Lenity 
of its \Government ; no Abſolute and Arbitrary Treatments 
bere; all bounded by Laws, Prerogative, and Privilege, 
have their Limits, their. ne plus ultra: Noble and ſweet 
Conſtitutions, no Wooden Shaoes, no Dragoons, no Gallies, no 
Stat pro Ratione voluntas, #o.fic Volo, ſic Jubeo, bur 
the King Commands with Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs, and 
Rules by Law; and the Subjetts Obey with Cheerfulneſs, 
Duty, and Afﬀettion. And, tho we are not for changi 
all, yet we are for. meyding ſome of our Laws, which, will 
apparently tend to the Publick Good; and for that very 
Reaſon will freely aulmit of ſome Alteration, and preſerve 
our People, mnch exhauſted by Wars, and other Means. 


Gentlemen, 
"As T told Tow at the beginning of my Dedication, ſo 7 
now confirm to Tou, "tis to 4 [ write, no Jacks, no 
Elaters of their Native Country, no Lovers of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, with his Mahumetan League ; but to the Lo» 
vers of WILLIAM the Third, who Wiſh, Talk and 
Fight for the Proſperity of Old d; Tou merit my 
Services, my Pains are Jour due ; indeed Tou deſerve my 
beſt Endeavours, Tou ſhall have more, Tou bear a true Love 
to your own Country, Ton are an F{onour to it ; and the poor, 
ſneaking, whining Jacks a Shame, Scandal, and Diſcredit to 
it : They are Vipers, Monſters, wnatural Births ; they eu- 
feeble, but Tou firengthen the Hands of the Government, 

fo 


wot to depopulate, but to well-prople an Wand , bappy in it —_— W 
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to carry on the ſharpeſt; bloodieſty'amd moſt expenfive War 
that ever Britain was thgag'd in; or, afetr this, I hope, 
r will b» > Ton bravely faud by your King and Country ; ann 
ſome with your Swords en your Flamls ; others with your Hl 
Purſes, full, frawn, ant  Fo's [our Native _ 
Land, our py Religion, and nr Giorl Rights : Alas) Y © 
our Liberty is above Price, beyond Value. And; 'as for Ve) 
thoſe filly and contempt ible Wretehes, that whine and bayl, Do 
and ſetm to long for Frenich Geverwment, or King James's, BY 
which would be much at" ht ,"for' be copied exattly after 
the Verfalian Original ; beJev wp-256 ſoon for Ommiporent, 7+: 
he had mot ſert/d feven Tetps, bs ApprentifÞhip, to be Ma Ke 
fer King Lewis; befrdes, be run two faſt, wes ſoon out of Y © 
Breath, ie was too haſty, 206 finet to" hold loyg, and bn | tf 
Horſe was reſly, Alas ! the: People f England are not Y 
: Beaſts of Burthen, Aﬀes * be" bwpon ; ter rhe Romiſh Y *%* 
Priefts find out their Mtn "of Paviciies and \Megm in other Y © 
Countries , with eafte flat Backs, "*el" rave Jer oble Tem- by 
pers ; they were miſtaten tw Yherr eh, oh Engliſh we 
too mettleſome to be Slaves, they have not been uſed to 
Servitude , and cannot endure it, they! kitk and "wince, 
and fling their Rider, as "thy did their lute" Wing +"Nor 
| thing Bat Quo Warranto's ind Mandamnas's 3 We King 
| will have it, Þl makt ye bool 7 Wh your Wing ; 2 he vole BY J70 
| Maionl,, the Fellons of a certain College; tho', ws it fell wut, hey f 46 
"ro, did not know htm very long : *Tis dangerous to Violate anil thi 
break in Ap0n EN rblifhments, it has Foer Þren fatal t0' he #0 
Aggreſſors : Cirarles TI. of England, rhat began that Work, Ro 
bad like to have been unbors*4, the Times wore violent, amd NY $44 
bad. like to have broke ont *ntoCfvil ( as they call them, de; 
the I think they are Rutle) Commotiv#s : T.ucan the Phier- Lt 
falian Poet calls them Phuſquatn Givilia Beta ; aud, 1 #f 
thixk, be us in the Right. W. 
My 


= 
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My ' Tenderneſs t0' my Country-Men has brought forth 
this little" Piece ; "tis the Genuine Iſſue of a plain, boneſt, 
dnd innocent Noddle : I have often with Compaſſion and 


Humanity beheld "Numbers of likely, able, and comely Men 


and Women ride up Holtborn-Hill alive in Carts, who, ne- 
ver cante that way gain 'alrue ; 1 have pitied them from my 
very Heart; and wiſÞ'd it in my Power to mitigate their 
Doom, to ' change their rigid Fate'; "to ſpare their Lives, 
and pou their Carkaſſes by Confinement \and Labour ; 

ih twould moſt effeftually reduce thems 1 am not far 
that violent bs , which Cures all Diſcaſes-: 
Keteh * 4 cruel hard-bearred Dodter, kills all bis Patients, 
and, like other Phyfitians, by Law forſooth. If it ſhould 
be alledged, That the Confervators of our Liberty are too 
tender ' of 'it, to take' it away from ws by ſuch Methods as 
theſe; it may be anſwer d, That what they do, we do, and 
conſent to it by them who repreſent us, and who fit there 
by our Breath ; I mean in $t. Seephen's Chapel, for */was 
our Votes ſent them thither , we are the Electors ; and 
the they are not oblig'd, as the States-Deputies in Holland, 
70 go home; and confult with their Principals, being veſted 
with tint wilimited Power, yet fo much in Reaſon and Fur 
flice we may expeit from them, to receive an humble Propoſal 
from their Felluw-Subjefts, and to confider upon the waſt 
Advantages that will accrue to the Kingdom, by putting 
this very Thing into Praftice ; ever reflecting bow eaſte *t1s 
to deflroy, but kow impoſſible 'tis to retrieve Life. The 
Romans, whom . all the World will allow to have been a 
gallant, viftorious, and wiſe People, were always very ten- 
der of their Citizens and Subjetts, ever preſerving their 
Lives with due regard; well knowing, that in them cou» 
ffted the Glory = Safety of their mighty C ommonwealth, 
We need pot be aſhawd to take Pattern by them, »t1s from 
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their Prudent Praftices T have collefied ſome of my Noti- 
ons, which I have enforced. with the beſt Arguments'1, an 


| Maſter of; and, which 1 am-ſure will go dawn with all en- 


fible Men, and for the reſt] don't at the Price of, a 
Prune ; Iwrite not to, or for \them; away with. their, pro- 
phane | Hands, and empty: Heads; Þi{ not. take Pains to 
make them Wiſer ; *tis cleaning \the Augean Stable; Tl 
ſend for old Hercules to. undertake them, 1 am not . Fleg- 
matick h for that Servite ;, befides, 'tis tan difficult. g 
Province'\for me''to undertake,..and\therefore. 4 ſhall. de- 


tft. y WW YAnrO iyuonuy 4. 
And now to- wind up my 'Bot Pall detain Tow. wo 


longer from looking into the Book: it ſelf, where, I queſtion 


ot but Ton will meet with an ample entire Satisfaction, 
and joyn with me, in your good -Wiſhes.,. and uſe. your beſt 
Endeavours to have theſe 
a King that will Concur in any thing, for the Good of the 


Nation ; and'ſo great a Lover He is of the \Hone(t, Loyal 


Engliſh, that He defires not the Death of one of them, no 
not of thoſe ingrateful Plotters and'\Conſpirators againſt His 
Perſon, and Government ;- to whom He has. ſhew'd a Cle- 
mency never ſufficiently to be prais'dy being: beyoud all | Ex- 
awple. VISA OY 0 rawlh Vans RF 
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SOLON SECUNDUS, &c. 


HAT the Greatneſs of a Prince conſiſts in the 


Territory, is a State-Maxim agreed to by all 
mankind; and that to purſue the certain, 
conſtant, and true Intereſt of the State, is 
another as univerſally believed, tho not at all times reduced 
into praftice; which isoften occaſioned by the weakneis ot 
the Prince or his Miniſters; I mean their incapacity, or 
want of qualifications to Govern. 

That the Court-Party and Country-Party are filly and 
unhappy Diſtintions, tending to the begetting Jealouſes 
and mutual Diſtruſt, are wholly inconſiſtent with the Good 
of Commonwealth; whoſe Intereſt is the ſame with, the 
Kings, and fo is his with hers, inſeparably, indiviſible, and 
ought to be immutable : And that when Princes take any 
other Meaſures, or purſue any other Intereſts than thoſe of 
their own Kingdoms, which are plain and apparent; they 
are often embroil'd, ſometimes baniſh'd, or put to death. 
Such fatal Ends uſually attend imprudent States-men, and 
their Maſters, who pretend to ſet up a different Intereſt 
from that of their People; which no Body can deny. That 
the Charch, Presbyterian, Independent, Popiſh, Facobite, Iriſh, 
French, Spaniſh, Scotch, Dutch, or any other Faction, are of 
pernicious Conſequence to the State : That there be no 
Whig and Zory, no Foo! and XKnave, no Parties, nor Fattions 
at all in the Court, Country, or City, nor in Councils Or- 
dinary or Extraordinary, Privy or Parliamentary ; but a 

B happy 


number of SubjeQs, .and not in the extent 0: 
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happy Harmony, calm Concord, and univerſal Tendency, 
in all Perſons, to the true Intereſt of the Community, it 
being the whole, and cvery Individuals apparent Honour 
and Advantage, to contribute all they and Þe can to the 
Advancement of the Peace, Wealth, and Glory of the/Re- 
publick ; without the leaſt touch or tincture of any mean 
Care, or ſordid Application to that of the Re-private. No 
Self-Intereft ſhould have admittance here, no particular B& 
refit aim'd af, but fo far as they are mmterwoven with that 
of the Body Pclitick. Great Complaint has always been 
made of want of Publick-fpirited Men, of Honour, Hone- 
ſty, and Integrity: It has been urg'd, that moſt Men are 
much. inclined and ſtrongly addifted to the heaping up 
of Wealth, and making their own Families { as they call 
it) without due Regard to, 'or Reſpe&t* for the Publick 
Good ; which muſt be confeſsd : However, we can't fail 
of having, even aniong us, fome Men ol noble and en- 
larged Minds, who will one Day ſtep 1nto Poſts of Power, 
Profit and Honour, and ſhew the World the quite contrary 
PraQtices, and railc the Gloty and Intereſt of their Native 
Country, beyond what it ever was, efpectally fo great a 
Step having becn made, and fo good a Fnundation laid in 
our happy Revolution and Settlement ; and 'fceing that we 
have ſo good and gracions a King, that, 'if we are not 
wanting to our ſelves, will contribute all in his, Power to 
make this Kingdom, and' indeed all his Domfnions,the moſt 
thriving and moſt flouriſhing Part of the Werid,” in re- 
trieving our Military Honour, Naval Strength and Repu- 
tation ; preſerving, encreafing, and re-eſtabliſhing our Fo- 
reign Commerce, and chaſtifing the Inſoleace of all thoſe 
that dare invade our Trade in any Part' of the Globe ; 
nay, the very Dutch themſelves, ( tho? his Country-men ) 
1 they ſhould be ſo hardy to attempt it, as they have 
with good Succeſs, and to their great 4dvantage formerly 
done, 
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done, when. we had leis vigilant and leſs ative Princes 
onthe Throne, Theſe are tze beſt and tructt Politicks, 
{ar-exceeding and excelling thoſe fo fam'd of Fraxce; the 
Violent proſecution of which has brought that once ricly, 
glorious and flouriſhing Kingdom, to irs preſent mean and 
deplorable State; I may ſay, almoſt ruinous Condition : 
And ſuch fatal Eflets mutt and wiil always attend foci1 
tooliſh and. impolitick Practices ; bring vhame and Cong» 
ſono the Prince, Damage and. Deltruction to the Con 
monwealrh. 

The preſervation, encrcaſe and welizre of his Majelly's 
(King Witiam ) Subjects, and con'ſcquently of lis Great- 
neſs, Glory, and Renown ; and of lus tiingdoms true Iin- 
tereſt, Riches, Honour and Safety, is the fole Aim and 
{ntent of theſe following Sheets, which wiil evidently ap- 
pear to all thoſe that read them with Candor and Ingenui- 


ty, being without any ſiniſter, evil, or private Deſign. of 


tie Author's ; but rather of a great dcal of Good, ſolid 
Good ! Chearfully and heartily recommended to tlie Pub- 
lick, for its Sake and Advantage alone. 

That the flow, deliberate and intelligible Reading of the 
eſtabliſh'd Laws of this Kingdom, Capital , Corporal and 
Pecuniary, (of which twolalt it is wiſled there were more, 
and thoſe cerraio, ſtated and fix'd, not leſt to the Arbi- 
trary/ Breath of rhe, Superior Judicatories, who are too of- 
ten” biagd, and influenced by the Court-Royal ) on the 
Sunday-Aſternoons, in licu of double Sermons { of which 
many are very dull and infipid) this, without ReſleAion 
on Churches or Conventicles, would do more Good than 
they ; beſides, one Sermon is enough in one Day, and 
more than the People will remember cight and forty 
Hours: I fay, this Reaving of the Laws in all che Colle- 


giate and Parochial-Churches, would bring no dithonour 


to Religion, and they are very filly that fanfic it, but 
B 2 would 
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would mightily tend to the Private and Publick Good, as 
ſhall be clearly evinced by 2nd by. TI dowt fee that the 
People [12ve been, or are much the better for all the Preach- 
ing and Printing, that has been in Uſe for theſe many 
Years paſt, tho? 'tis their Fault and not the Clergies, who 
arc Learned, and Laborious, and who are-an Honour to 
our Nation, and vie with (and in my Opinion excel) 
e Foreigners in the World in their Qualifications, of 
Pure Doftrine and of holy Life, of indefatigable AppMca- 
tion to the Miniſtry, in their Care of Souls, in their Cha- 
rity, Good Works, and Pious Examples ; tho! whether the 
People will be ever the better for all this, I ſhall not pro- 
nounce ; but this I may and will afhrm, and | hope without 
the lcaſt Offence, That there is at preſent very little like» 
tyhood of it. And, if they cannot do any Good with them 
in their _ why ſhould not we try what can be 
done in mending their Morals? Which, if my Propoſal be 
receiv'd, may be accompliſhed ; and if by this they ſhould 
be made good Men, they will the ſooner ( you muſt all 
own) become the better Chriſtians ; ſo that *tis the Cler- 
gies Intereſt ( which is a thing they love and purſue- as 
much or more -( with Reſpe& be it ſpoke to their Order 
and FunCtion ) than other Folks) to engage their Power 
and Authority to have this cftabliſhyd by Law. 

This cannot be denied by. any, the moſt filly, ſtubborn, 
or wilful, but that the greateſt part of the Nation, No- 
ble, Gentle and Simple, Clergy and Laity,. are in a great 
meaſure very ignorant of the Laws of this Land, which 
is a great deal of pity they ſhould ; for although it ſeems 
to be a peculiar and particular Province, a Profeſſion and 
Employment of it ſelf, yet all Laws being founded upon 
Reaſon, ( or at leaſt ſuch as was then, when they were en- 
ated, thought ſo) and ſolely intended for the Good and 
Behoof of the People, why ſhould they be unacquainted 
with 
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with their Virtues and Power ?- And' fo loſe their Benefit. 


and Advantage of them, by ignorantly falling within the 


Laſh, and Teeth Bf them, to the hazard, and ſometimes + 


loſs of their Lives and Eftetes, and to the ruine of their 
whole Farlies, who are undone, and reduced to Extre- 
mities through the Mifcarriages of their infortunate Prin- 
_ tho” they did'not in the leaſt contribute to it them- 
ſelves; which is really a Hardſhip and Severity. Now by 
the frequent reading and inculcating theſe Conititutions in- 
to their Heads, they would look before they leap, think 
before they a, and Le very cautious in, and tender of 
violating the Eſtabliſhments, for which they know they 
muſt pay fo very dear. ' And ſeeing that great Numbers of 


People (too many I am ſure! ) being altogether 1gnorant of 


the Laws of their Native Country, tho made by their 
Voice ,and Repreſentatives, yet - not one in five thouſand 
ever reads a Capital Statute; I ſay, by this means they are 
often led or fall into Crimes that coſt them their Lives : 


Now, - tis for the' Publick:Intereſt to prevent their death, 


and fave as many'as we can from that ugly way: of dang- 
ling by the Neck ; there need not be one1n ten hang'd of 


them that are : Is it not a ſhame and ſcandal to us as much, 


as\it'is to them ? Is it not a thouſand Pities that ſo ma- 
ny: handfom, jolly, luſty, brisk, young Fellows, in their ve- 


ry. Bloom, ſhould be tied up to that curſed Tree? No leſs. 


pitied'by the tender-hearted Ladies, in whoſe Service they 
had rather they ſhould die, than lamented moſt Men 
of Senſe, as an irreparable Injury done to the Common» 
wealth:: Theſe poor infortunate People, both Men and 
Women, might other ways expiate their Crimes, ſave their 
Lives, quit their former foul PraCtices, abandon their bad 
Company, and fall to Buſineſs, in ſome civil Employmeat 


at home or abroad, or in Military Aﬀairs attend the King. 
his. 


in his Wars, cither by Sea or by Land, in the Defence 


{0 
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his Sacred Perſon, and 'their dear Country, and” brevelycſet 
their Lives at'a Rate uncommon, and as their Country-- 
* Men' ( to their immortal Honour beir ſpdke !) uſually do 
in their renown'd Battels and” Sieges ;-whoſe Hearts and 
true-bred Courage are more brave than their': Enemies; 
more firm and 'more folid, than the ' Walls of Stone or 
Earth 'they batter, or the Ships of Oak they bore. , Oh 
whither will my Zeal for my own Country and Country- 
men;'0/4 Fnglaud, and' thoſe tight Lads: the! Engliſh-mey, 
tranſport me ! The Subje&t 4t ſelf mfpires me,' and I can 
hardly give” over ; tis no Digreſſion, yer, if I:carry it too 
far, it will be. | 1 
Publick Executions will never heal theſe Breaches of 
Laws, or prevent the ill Conſequetices' of them; the loſs 
of Fortiine in" the Proſectttof;//'and of Life in the Criminal : 
And 'of this we'may be conviged,” by the fruitleſs, ' tho? 
frequent, ' nay, almoſt Monthly Repetirions, for the Sz/rons! 
are often' held in this City's This 'publick' Hanging do's not: 
deterr the People; "tis thadea kind of -Jeſt; a Game, a Ren- 
dezvous of Mob; Shonting'and Hallowing, aſorr of Holy. 
Day, or Play:Day, at leaſt an Idle-Day, ( as the -Fall-Days 
us'd' to be”) nay, and while the very Notion univerſally 
receivid among: them continues'1n *torce, and operation,; 
v7z. That Hanging is nothing at all !-only/a wry Face, and: 
aÞiſt pair of! Breeches ; ' nay, 1 myſelf have lately, artetided: 
on Ladies, curious to ſes the Fxecution, efpeeially” wherr 
ſome extraordinary Bulfineſs happen'd; as a Maa to''die for 
killing his Wife, which'the whole Sex look upon'themſelves 
concer'd in, and deep, their All being wrapt up! in. rheir 
Life ;. we got as near the Gallows as we could; and heard 
and faw all that'paſt; and when the Cart drew off, the'Wo- 
men in our Coach ask'd, And'is thisall? As much as to 
oy: ang 7 18 nothing at all. Nay, I remember « Drawer, 
' ſome Years ſince, at the Roſe-Tavery in I por 
: g” 
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nigdfor murdering his Wife, tho' he faw a Fellow hang'd 
for 'khe fame Crit* bur rwo-Days before he' did ir, So little 


Impretſron it mads upon him ? So: little Terxor it had in . 


it ſolf; I rather believe it ſeem'd a moſt eaſfie Dearh to 
him, * as'indee" it mult befor the Suffocation-Nifles/and 
ſtupiſtes the "Spirits; and - cars aff the'Communicarion” be- 
tween the Vital and Animak and is much pentler, and lefs 
paiaftl that Bed-dtath J elſe he would not have capricd his 
Wife 'abro62d the Sunday following the Friday-on which 
the tother was tied'thp, and; almoſt cin-view of T)bury, 
knack'd his Wife on the" Head with his Maſtet's Walking- 
Cane: A ſeurvy wiy of treating Wives, when they walk 
abroad with their Husbands ! "Tis in every Body's Mouth, 
thit Laws were made in terrarem ; Pray how was he ter- 
rified? He was rather emboldewd to the perpetration of 
that crue), horrid and bloody Act, by the ſmall Pain he 
thought was fele. Bat then you'll fay, What will do? If 
laying down their Lives to atone their Crimes wort ! Life 
being, in the general eftcem, the moſt valuable thing in the 
World, yet by many it ſeems to be thought Night and 
Wet! &': A merry Life and a ſhort, is a Tune of an old 
Date, et every Day ſang. So that ſharper Deaths, and 
more Solemn, or lofs of Liberty, by a long if not perpe- 
tual Tmpriſonthene, might much more reform the Engliſh ; 
for Life is not vatued by them, ſo much as by other 'Na- 
rians ; they are 'more; laviſh 'of theirs than any other Peo- 
ple; tho! Liberty? ( which they preferr to Life )'is in' high 
eſte&m with ther; they ate more Cholerick ' than ſome, 
and leſs Flegmatick than others of our Neiglibours, viz. 
French or Dutch; they (1 mean the Eng/ih) prize their Liber- 
ty at a high Rate; witneſs the Blood and Treaſure they 
have loſt and ſpent to preſerve it. An Frg/iſh Man in Priſon 
and Chains, reſembles that noble Man-like Majeſtick Crea- 
ture a He-Lion,' Sovercign of Field and Foreſt, when new- 

ly 
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ly taken and made cloſe Priſoner, And certainly a _de- 
privation of Liberty would be much more irkſome and in- 
tolerable than Death it ſelf, tho! attended with the, uſual 
You ſee plainly all our Hanging has not been able to 
clear our Roads from | Highway-Men, .or our Paths from 
Foot-Pads, thoſe bloody and barbarous Villains, univerſal- 
ly dreaded and deteſted, - What frequent, what continual, 
nay,.almoſt daily, Robberies of both thoſe kinds have'we 2 
And this without any Redreſs, notwithſtanding the-great 
- Care and Application of our Auguſt Senate 4n re-inforeing 
our Laws, and giving great Rewards to the Brave and the 
| Hardy that ſhall ſeize upon theſe nimble Vermin, theſe 
Banditti, theſe Bog-Trotters, theſe Wis with a Wisp, that 
ride over Hedges and Ditches, in uncommon, unbeaten and 
untrodden Ways. 
Tranſportation won't do the | buſineſs, though that's a 
reat deal better than Hanging, for the Commonwealth ſuf- 
ters by their death ; that js, 'tis a loſs to the Publick : So that 
Pecuniary and Corporal Puniſhments would ſoon. cure 
theſe Evils, and remedy theſe Diſorders: Working will do 
more than Whipping;, and that at the Cart's-tail, with a 
Dog-whip, through the Streets, is barbarous._ and Beaſt- 
like, and no where praCtis'd but in England : At Amſter- 
Aam they whip them upon a Scaffold, and with Birchen- 
Rods ; it is ſharp but ſhort, and then_away to the Raſp- 
Flouſe, 1 warrant ye you'll proce cry. gut, 1 arraign 
the Laws of the Land, than which there are ( fay you, 
and 2 great many more that know no better) no whole- 
ſomer Laws in the World, being adapted to the Humour 
and Genius of the Nation.- I find no Fault with our Fſta- 
bliſhments, they are Good in the main; however, they 
would be better, if mended a. little ; I hope they are not, 
like. the Medean and Perftan, eternal, immutable ; there 
may 
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may. be Times and Seaſons, Occaſions and Mutations, which 
may: make it abſolutely neceflary/to aboliſh ſome, and en- 
a&t. others. We in Ezg/and have. been, and are in the 
Wrong in ſome things, our CivilCondutt has ſome Flaws; 
which is viſible by the Statutes of every: Seſſion; tor none 
but the Laws of God-and Nature are conſtant, certaig, and 
unchangeable. - While 'we are in this. World we ſhall ſee 
Reaſon for the redreſſing ſome Things which will be al- 
ways amiſs, and out of order : There muſt be ſome Refor. 
mation,” ( I don't mean in Religion, for that's well enough, 
if we aan be quiet, ) and the Dangers and Difficulties thac 
attend ſuch a Change, may be thought by fome ſoft and 
weak Heads, to be vaſtly Great _ Inſuperable, tho? we 
ſhall evince: the contrary, and make it clear even to De-» 
monſtration, that our Conſtitutions may be improv'd and 
alter'd to the vaſt and apparent Benefit of the whole Na+ 
tion : Each Member of the, Community will be for it, as 
having a ſhare_in the Safety and Welfare of it, and will bc 
careful to prevent the Evil, and zealous to procure and pro« 
mote; the Good of the Body Politick, ( I am fure if he is a 
Poligick Body. he will.) And: what if we have been, and 
ire ain the wrong ? Is it reaſonable we ſhould be always 
ſo ? I remember at a Debate in the Zouſe of Lords, the late 
Duke of Buckingham, was of the late Earl of Shaftsburys 
Seatiments that -Day,”.but he chang'd his Mind the next, 
and voted againſt 'the Earl 7-upon which he being a little 
nettled, chargd the Duke with Levity ; who anſwer'd him 
very ſmartly, and ſaid, That if he was a Fool yeſterday, he 
would not be ſo all the Days of his Lite. 

[ am indeed utterly and abſolutely againſt Tranſportati- 
on of Fellons,.( tho” it was thought Mercy by our Law ) 
for two principal Reaſons, and. I hope they won't be con- 
temn'd by you. Firſt, It anſwers not. the Aim and Intent 
of the Law ; that is, it has not = good Effect deſigrd by 


it ; 
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it ; for they often return fooner than ry ſhonld, and fall 
to their old Trade :of Rygueing; and it they do lay a- 
broad, they are ſeldomer made better, but often worſe, their 
very Travelling thither corrupts them, for moſt of the Sca- 
men with which they-converſe in their Voiage, are as ve- 
ry Thieves. as themſelves; and, when they arrive at the 
Plantations, they are ſharper'd in-all manner of Villainies; 
and learn to cheat, and over-reach'one another ; which they 
think no Crime, and make no Conſcience of, as I doe 
know how they ſhould, for they have not any. The ve- 
ry Quakers themſelves, who go voluntarily chither, and 
who, while here, are pretty exact and fatr ia their Dealing, 
when they come to America, prove the verrieſt Knaves, 
and the ſharpeſt Rogues in the. World. I have ſeriouſly 
ask'd a Friend ( as thoſe ſly Hypocritical Raſcals call one 
another in their Cant ) what isthe reafon of that Change ? 
Who flearing and whiningaaſwerd me, Truly the Air al- 
ter'd *em. When in reallity rheir/ Prineiples are naught, 
and being frequently pinch'd by 'Neceſlity, and meeting 
with Loſſes and Diſappointments.mtheir Vougong: hiker, 
they are made ( Few like ) the*more' Mercurial} and'in- 
deed are become a ſort of cunning Traders and "may! vie 

i 

(« 


with the ſuttle Genoeſs, who' once had the Fame of 

the Cloſeſt and moſt Politick Negotiators in"this Part 
leaſt') of the World: The Second Argument | is; We af6 
alrealy too much exhauſted: by our Colonies, which may 
be one Day as fatal to us as it has been' to the Spahiaril, 
and would have been ere now, but that our -Women are 
more chaſte and prolifick than theirs; but then what hin- 
ders us again, Marriage is univerſally decried, run down 
and exploded; what was once counted an honourable State, 
insnow tobe thought otherwiſe ; aqd they are reckon'd 
Fools and' Coxcombs, and fit for nothing but to be made 
Cuckolds, that do venture into the Nooze ; and common 
| Whoring 
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Wiring is become much- more Modiſh ;; which 4s_very 
pernicious 'to the State, and hinders the great encreaſe of 
People z/ for thoſe wandring Strumpetsare as dark and bar- 
ren' as | the:Grave'y | befides, the vaſt Munver of gay and 
gallant Youth deft#6y'#' it their” Attacks, more than the 
Town "ati" Caſtle sf Namur 'eoft us;- or Fort-Xncck added 
to the TAN" (hall mention nothing” of the Court ( nor 
Church, for! T' am ſure it was'not theirs, the Duke was in 
the bottom of that bleſſed Buſineſs ) Perſecution, towards 
the latterVehd of' Charles the Second's Reign, which help 
to Urair' us ; it fAll'd the Ameritan Colonies, but emptied 
the Fxg/;/h Kingdom ; which, tho” an Iſland, is more worth 
to us than that whole Continent, as vaſt as it is. If theſe 
Reaſons againſt Tranſportation won't fatisfie, I could ſoon 
muſter an ' Army of them. I muſt confeſs the preſent 
PraCtice is much more commendable, the ſending them to 
the Army in” Fliyders, where they do' their Country ſome 
Service, at leaſt receive the Shot which might kill better 
Men. If this War holds, and for ought I ſee is pretty like- 
ly, it will oblige us to be more careful and tender of 
our Peoples Lives, than for many Years paſt we have 
been, '' * e 

Another Malady- in the State. wants Redreſs, and that is, 
the Mob-Rampant, who commit ſtrange Infolencies 'and 
Outrages ; gutting of Houſes ( as they call it,) I ſuppoſe 
they'll come to giitting of People one of theſe Days, This, 
if not 4 wh in time, 'may be dangerous to the Govern- 
ment, and bring about ſome new Revolution. Maſſzello, 
the fam'd Nevpolrtan Fiſherman, began after that manner ; 
beſides, they will be embolden'd by their [mpunity to at- 
rempt greater Things, when their Stream is turn'd ano- 
ther way, which is not very difficult to be done, a little 
Coin, ſprinkled among them, will ſoon put them into a 
ferment, and where and when - will ſtop no Body knows ; 
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it theſe Extravagances are paſt over, or permitted, they?il/ 


ſuſpe& their Betters want Power, or are afraid/to correct 
and humble them; ' which may engage. thera in new Com- 


motioris ; and . endatiger /freſh ,Convulgons,, which - have 


ſometimes fatal and pernicious Tendeneies. , * 


There have been more poor Rogues /and/W hores hang'd 
for ſtealing Silver Tankards-out of ViQtuallipg-Houſes of 
this City, than all the Plate-in them is worth; that is, 


their Lives are of more value.. Now, for, Remedy. of this 
Evil, I propoſe a Scheme thys. Suppoſe a,Tankaxd, which 
is about five Pound Sterling. value, be 'whipt: up, - and. the 
Perſon taken, inſlead'of -committing him to New-Gate, I 
would have him ſent to a Work-Houſe, and there to re- 
main till he ſhould, by his -Labour, pay the Proſecutor the 
full Summ of five Pounds and Charges, beſides his own. 
Lodging and Dict in the Priſon, and,.. when; all that was 
paid, he ſhould have: his Liberty ; but then youll ſay, holl 
to his old Profeſſion ; let him if he pleaſe, he ſhall be pu- 
niſh'd, when caught, after the ſame manner, which will 
make his Heart ake, and tire him quite out, and break him 
of thoſe Tricks ſoon : Liberty is, nqt ſo.contemptible as 
Life: And then, if he would not work, he need not. be 
beaten -to. be brought to jt, for- *tis but - making a Vault 
with a Pump in it,and ſo. let Water. run 4nto ity and 
put the Gentleman there, and let him ſtand till it comes. 


up to his Mouth, when he muſt either pump or. be drowned ;, 


and if he can do that Work Np may; othex,; beſides, 
there is a more. profitable. Work than, beating Hemp, to. 
Raſp Dying-Woods, -at which they ean carn. more: This, 
way no Body would be a loſer, the Vittualler would have 
his Plate again, the Thief his Liberty, and the King his 
Subject ; which he muſt for ever loſe if he be hang'd, and 
fo muſt the Man his Tankard ; which is a Severity in.our 
Law, and is alſo a feeble or weak fide in it, and — 

the 
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the, ſtifling of many Proſecutions, which would otherwiſe 
g9 an; but People are often help'd to their Goods again. 
by the Thiek-takers, as they call the Marſhal's Men; butin, 
reallity;ghey-are the ſhaxers, for they come in for a ſnack. 
with, them ; which, to periais, is-a thame and ſcandal to a 
Goverameat ; beſides, this I am-ready to mention, ſhews a; 
Defe&t in our; Conſtitution. ; 1 am robb'd, and tho? I have: 
irrecoverably.loſt my Goods, yet 1am oblig'd to Proſe- 
cute, which, gives, me great..Trouble, and,, puts me to Ex+, 
pence, for which F am much the work, but never . a /whit, 
the, better. | 

High-way Men, Foot-Pads, Houſe-Breakers, Shop-Lifters, 
Cut-Purſes, Pick-Pockets, Cheats, Sharpers, Hat, Sword,, 
Handkerchief, Horſe, Cow, Sheep or Hog-Stealers , with. 
the numerous Gang of Filchers and leſſer Vermin, of all. 
ſorts and ſizes, would ſooner be deterr'd from the PraCtice- 
af any of theſe or other Rogueries and Villainies, by Im- 
priſonment and Bodily Labour, cither for a certain term- 
of time, in proportion tothe greatneſs or ſmalneſs of their 
Crime, the Profits of which to, the Commonwealth, or 
to work out the Theſt as before, and to be honeſtly paid; 
to the Sufferer : This laſt, rather than t'other, for then no, 
Proſecutions, could or would be ſuppreſt, bur all, even the. 
moſt minute Robberies and Cheats would come before the. 
Magiſtrate ; 1 ay, this would more effeCtually extirpate. 
and root, out all the Crimes, Miſdemeaners and Miſcarriages. 
in a State, than Whipping, Burning, Tranſporting, or Hang- * 
ipg,. Which,.is: the laſt ſtroke, and which is, by much, the: 
worlt of them ay. 

And now, for Example, I will firſt inſtance in a High- 
way Robber: Suppoſe one taken, try'd and convicted of 
taking twenty Pounds from one Man, and thirty Pounds 
from another; he ſhould be ſentenced to Impriſonment, 
and paijaful bodily Labour, till Money, ſhould ariſe by his. 
weat: 


of 
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Sweat to pay the whole Fifty Pounds, which might be ea- 
ſily done 1n-three or four Years, or lefs time, and he main- 


tain'd, lodg'd, cieted; and'cloathed; for he may earn exgh- 


teen Pence per Diem : This lotig! Confindmeny wid hard 
Service, would baulk-his , (and fpoil his Appetite 
th the old way of Padding, the very Gang and Knot would 
be broke and difpersd : 1 his to an Png/i/h Man, fo fond 
of Liberty, would be more formidable than 'that*ignomi- 
nious Death, to: which they 'are now only obnoxious; it 
would *put ther -upon ſome” Conſideration how ' to get 2 
Livelyhood by ſome fair and honeſt Method ; they would 
to the A Voluntiers, or to: the Navy Reformades, or 
get ſome Civil Employment, or Secular Buſineſs, to pre- 
vent their falling into theſe terrible Puniſhments : Thus 
would our Roads be ſoon clear'd of all theſe troubleſome 
.Vermin, and the whole Nation left ro purſue their Buſi- 
neſs, or their Pleaſure, with Satisfafttion and Safety of 
Mind, Perſon, and Pocket, without the leaſt dread of drop- 


ping into theſe unlawful Ambuicades ; beſides, what Sa-. 
 tisfation is it to me to proeare any. of theſe fort of Law- 


Breakers, when' T have Joſt 'my Money, which. I am fure 
neyer to recover again, bur fpend more, 'and have a great 
deal of trouble into the Bargain, ( of which yery few Peo- 
ple are fond; ) nay, ſometimes the_remaining Garg threa- 


ren to revenge the death of their Aſſociate on 'the Perſon - 
,of the Proſecutor ; which, if it be 'not always perform'd, 


yet 'it leaves af! impreſſion of Fear upon a Man,” which 
makes him uneaſie in his Buſineſs. *Tis evident, "beyond 
Contradiction, that all the Methods hitherto propos'd and 
reduced into Laws, have not been able to ſuppreſs this 
ſort of Cattle, ſo injurious to the Community ; the utter 
exſtinQtion of whom ſhould be 'our principal Care and 
Endeavour ; there being more likelyhood of their encreaſe 
than -decay, eſpecially when they have a proſpect of be. 
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ing re-inforc'd by z Disbanding of, our preſent -numerous 
Army, whichi muſt be, upon. a Peace, which will come at 
one- time or another, and will be general, and-fo conſe- 
quently no morc Work for the Sword, at leaſt,. for ſome 
Yeats to. come; which will put the Private Soldiers to en» 
gage in Foot-Padding, and the Officers to the Roads, it 
being a rarity to hear of a Son of Mars with full Poc- 
"kers; I affure you they are ſeldom Uſurers, or put their 
Money out to Intereſt, they are for a nierry Life and a 
ſhort one; live without thought of the Morrow, according 
to our Saviour's Command, they let the Morrow take Care 
for it ſelf; tho' I bekeve not from a Principle of Chriſti- 
anity, but of Carclefsneſs rather : This Fate uſually attends 
them, as it does Whores and Witches, if they chance to 
eſcape Lead and Iron, and live to berold, which many of 
'em do, they are fure of Poverty and Pain, | 
Our wiſe Senate is at all Times, and upon all Occaſions, 
very Tender of the Lives of their Fellow-Subjetts, and 
are willing to receive and debate upon: all Propoſals that 
bend that way ; and who knows but this may fall into 
fyme of their Hands ? Partake of Life and Vigour by that 
means, and fiddenly fprout out into a happy Law ;- they 
are Men ſtudious of the Publick Good ; indeed they are 
the-only Pablick arid Noble-ſpirited People among us, the 
are 'abvays fo>the.Advancement of :the Wealth, -Greatne 
Honowr 'vtid” Intereſt of 0/d England; and we had been 
toag fince ſunkk>into an Abyſs of Ruine, and irrecoverably ' 
loſt, if our Patriots had not appear'd Stout and Couragt- 
ous, and in time reſcud us from the Impendent rs. 


Matter, and were excluded the Benefit of Clergy, haveie 
now without reading ; which is a commendable Conſide- 
ration: And tho* this Method has not had any extraordi- 
nary Effet; that is, it has not prevented Thetts, Robbe» 

ries, 
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ries, Cheats, and ſuch like Actions, yet-it has fav'd the 
Lives of abundaace of poor infortunate.Creatures, and. gi- 
ven them fair warning to have a care of a Halter; yer if 
this Sizing ia the Hand were converted to a Temporary 
Confinement, and hard ral Labour, it-would, with- 
out doubt, have a better Effet. The Dutch are fo very 
Cautious in taking away the Life of the-meaneſt of their 
Subje&s, that they mult have very clear and home Proof, 
own'd and confirm'd by the Party's Confeſiioo, elſe they 
won't put them to death; 1 faw a little light-timber'd 
Wench, who was in their Raſp-Houſe , committed _—_ 
Suſpicion of Murdering ber Miltreſs ; and although there 
were all the concurring Circumſtances in the World, yet 
ſhe denying of. it abſolutely, after ſhe had been three times 
tortur'd, in which moſt of her Bones were diſlocated, the 
was damn'd to thirty Years Impriſaament ; and, I aſſure 
you, no idle People hve in thoſe Places. And, tho' I am 
for no Dutch-Government, but a Monarchy rather than a 
Commonwealth ; and tho”, I think, we have little need to 
Copy after them, yet *tis not diſhonourable - 19 Correct 
our. Conſtitutions, or to learn from a Neighbour; Wiſdom 
being to be obtain'd where-ever we can/find it, Bodily Pu- 
niſhment, I mean Stripes, have ſeldom the, good Efte& in- 
. tended, becauſe 'tis forgot: almoſt 'as/ſoon ag,qver; for;to be 
ſure, when all the Pain is paſt, the Pypiſhmegt i4.0q;Jon- 

rememberd ; but .loſs. of. Liberty will, make a deep 


Impreſſion, will make 'a hole in their Hearts, and give 


them a great deal of Melancholy. | 

«There are more Men and Women age here (I megn 
in London, in a Year, than in Amſterdam, ( which, tho! 
not ſo large in extcnt, yet 'tis very full of People, and has 
rather more for it's bigneſs than our Metropolis ) and all 
the Seven Vnited Provinces; not to mention what are. ex- 
ecuted in all the other Parts of Erng/and, which, [4 re- 
Fey. uced 
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duced to Number, would not be:found inconſiderable. 
Now there are as great Rogues in F7ollayd, and in 0+ 
ther Foreign Parts, as in Eng/and, but they puniſhthem 
after another manner. The Romans had Pecuniary 
Puniſhments, in great uſe among them ; and how ſlighr 
and trivial this may ſeem to ſome unthinking Peo- 
ple, yet, as I take it, the Pocket is one of the 
moſt ſenſible Places about a Man. Fines, when not Ex- 
travagant, and Arbitrary, but ( as I ſaid before ) efta- 
bliſ'd, and known, would be paid, rather than to. lie in 
durance. Nay, the Dutch Commonwealth is in great 
meaſure founded upon the ſame Bottom and Foot as the 
Remay : The Civil Law is in Vogue with them, and in- 
deed with the greateſt Part of Europe, England ex- 
cepted, where 'tis run down, and our Common Law 
advanc'd above it; Yother is cramp'd and ſnub'd; and 
waip'd up into a Corner, and impeded mightily in its 
Progreſs and Pradtice. | 


'Tis a horrid Cuſtom we have here in Ezg/and, of 
Arreſting, and whipping one another away to Priſon, 
even when -tis known they are [nſolvent ; every Body 
knows Priſons pay no Debts, yet have no Merey, no 
Compaſſion, no, nor Conſideration upon the Loſles 
ſuſtain'd by the poor infortunate Debtor, who being 
in a Way, and im Buſineſs, may retrieve his Misfor- 
tunes, and honeſtly pay every Man his due ; bur, if 
he be confin'd, all means are then taken away of im- 
proving or recovering a Fortune, and uſually tends to 
the utter Ruine of his Perſon, Eſtate, and Family; all 
which might be preſerv'd if other Methods were us'd; 
beſides, there are more Debts loſt by theſe cruel, foo- 
liſh, and barbarous Cuſtoms, than any other way ; 

D 


more 
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more- Men undone by this means, than by all other Ac- 
cidents whatever ; -and *tis- from the Melancholick Pro- 
ſpe& of a Priſon ; to-avoid which, and extreme Pover- 
ty (the uſual Company in thoſe Places) puts Men up- 
on flying into Alſatia and the Mint, many times be- 
fore they are driven' to it by abſolute Neceſſity ; where 
they defraud all their Creditors, and live upon their Mo- 
ney, and at laſt ſtarve, pine away, and die. 


in times paſt Witches and Wizards ugd to encreaſe 
the Dead-Liſt, their Executions were numerous and- ve- 
ry common, but have declin'd ever ſince the People-in 
general, the Judges and Juries mn antract > +þ wiſer ; 
the youthful ( which if any have, are the likelieſt toun- 
derſtand' and uſe Charms, Tnchantments and Spells”) 
and the aged went together; the Ignorance and Malice 
of that Age ſpar'd newther, made no diſtinftion of 'Sex, 
but were afraid of being ſmutted with ' theBlack-(grt 3 
although there be no ſuch thing, moſt weak and idle 
People being ſcar'd with Names and Notions, the com- 
mon People, even to this Day, 'call  Aſ/rondmers, Aftro- 
bogers, Chircmancers,” and Phyfjognomifts, all*Conjurers, and 
Cunning Men ; when, alas, there's not- ore Drachitiof 
Coryuration in the Matter;\ no Body wonders that"the 
Mobile Vulgus ſhould be thus tamted and affeted ;-+bur 
tis 2 little odd, to find! Multitudes of - both Sexes, of 
-gbad Education and Converfation, of the ſame Opinion 
”l, and/to think, nay; and ſometimes to call him- an 
Arherft, that will not believe the Exiſtence of Witches, 
Conjurers,'Neeromancers, and fuch like Stuff; Subje&ts 
fit for a Romance, and- would go down very well in 
thoſe Wind-Mill Days, thoſe Times of Chivalry and 
Rnght-Errantry, which were the drowſteſt, dulkft, and 
moſt 
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moſt- inſipid Stories in the World, unhappy in being 
inftiÞd into Peoples Heads while young, which renders 
it difficult-to; exterminate them, if in-their Ycars of 
Maturity, Diſcretion I can' call it, for ſome, nay, ma- 
ny never arrive. at that, The Wizard and Witch- 
finders had formerly a mighty Trade of it ; it was ſome 
Intereſt ſurely they had, as well as the Command, 7hou 
ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch to live in the Land, that. made 
them ſo diligent and zealous in their Diſcoveries; I 
have been told of a Parſon, that, of late Years, ſeldom 
failed of providing half a Dozen of Wi:ches or }izard; 
to welcome 'the ; Dt and-employ- the Court, till his 
Tricks were diſcovered, and-he{( as le-deſcerv'd \ ex- 
pos'd with ſhame'to the Publick Hatred. 'Tis unhap- 
py. to-have anill [Torgue, much Miſchict is done there- 
by, which often returns-.upon; themſelves. Some fan- 
ſie the Clergy keep up; the Qpinion of 11/;rches, to a- 
muſe the People, and ro'retain-them in the Dark, the 
better-to put of their bad Wares: Some ſay tis their 
Intereſt to do thus : But be it-fo or not, I ſhall not en- 
rer into the Controverſe at this time, but I.am very 
glad we have not ſo many of that fort of poor Witches 
as formerly; or, at leaſt, -that we doo't hang them up 
ſo faſt as we usd todo, 'and- make Witches where we 
found none, which - deſtroy'd abundance of People ; 
which was very detrimental to the Commonwealth, 


who ſuffer d very much in the loſs of. the young, tho 
the laſt 


not, of the olt! Men and Women, eſpecially of \ 
who are then-very little regarded, by being.thought uſe- 
leſs and unprofitable, tho! the Men are not, who, if 
they had Employment, might have l{ſue even in the 
laſt 5rage of their Lives, - eſpecially if the youthtul flew 


not'ſo taſt from their cold Embraces, too near an ap- 
| D 2 proach 
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proach to, and reſemblance of Death ; the thought of 
whom, chills the warmeſt Blood, and baulks, for a ſhort 
ſeaſon, the choiceſt Pleaſures of the moſt Gay and Airy. 


Sodomy is ſeldom talk'd of, and, I hope, not pra- 
figd 'in our chaſte Northern-Clime ; 'tis abominable 
almoſt to name it, ſo we ſhall dwell no longer upon the 
Subje&, but baniſh it to 7raly, Turkey, and thoſe Sun- 
burnt Regions. This Crime fills not the Black-Warrant, 
and that which. follows not much more. 


Rapes are rare, and ſeldom affeft the Life of the pro- 
fecuted, becauſe, for the moſt parr, 'tis Trick and Man- 
agement, deſign to get a ſmall Spill out of the time- 
rous and eaſic; beſides, the Conrts of Judicature are ve- 
ry tender on that ſide, it being by moſt Men thought 

ifficult to execute, if the Party be obſtinate; and, if 
not, 'tis no Rape ; beſides, the Sex are more melting and 
obliging than formerly, 'are eaſier-won, and prevaild 
upon to receive the Attack, and ſeldom venture ſo far, 
or hold out ſo long to hazard a Storm. | 


| Baſtards and their unhappy Parents come in 'too of- 
ten for a ſhare in this Mortal Bill of Fare ; which might 
ze calily prevented, by appointing an Hoſpital at the 
Publick Charge, asin Foreign Parts, to receive the poor 
innocent ' Babes, and to make good Proviſion for them, 
who will ſoon pay the Expenſe of their Education, by 
their Services, being in Value far above the Charge, 
and of great Advantage to the Commonwealth ; an 
Army ot ſuch would beat the whole World, eſpecially, 
if it be true, That they are made with more Heat and 
Vigour, with more Life apd Fire, and of better Metal 
' than 
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than the lawful ( as they call 'm, for diſtinQtion, tho' 
Nature knows no ſuch Fiference) Iſſue. Beſides, Mon- 
fieur, the preſent French King , takes mighty Care of 
that whole Race, and does *em the Honour and the 
Grace to call them tbe. Children of France, and ſometimes 
the-King's' Children ; By this Means they have no Mur- 
ders, nor Executions of this kind ; no Embryo's deſtroy'd 
to ſave the-Reputation of the Liquoriſh. Common Har- 
lotry is ( as I rouch'd before) very injurious to the State ; 
Bigamy, Polygamy, or Any Gamy is better than that ; 
but we, are ſo Nice and Puritanical in ſome things, and 
ſo Large and Latitudinarian in others, that ſuch Do- 
ctrine muſt be dama'd to Eternal Shades. Oh! *tworrt 
go down with tender Conſciences, tho? I am of Opini- 
on they have neither tender nor tough; I am ſure in 
other things they have-aot ; but I am loth to make old 
Wounds bleed a-new., And ſo much for that Parz- 
graph, which is ſhortr'd to prevent Offence ; ſo loth I 
am to diſoblige any Party, that, as I told you in my Pre- 
face, | would have no Party at all, but all pure Loveand 
Friendſhip. 


And for the Clippers, Coigers, Counterfeiters, Falſe- 
Money Makers, Stampers, Melrers, Exchangers of Broad 
for Narrow, of Good for Bad, Wholeſale Men. and Re- 
taylers, with the whole Neſt; nay, rather, Army of 
Rogues and Jades, that have ſpoil'd almoſt all our Mo- 
ney, and render'd it uncurrent, difficult and very trou- 
bleſome to lay out, or pay away, ſingle or in Summs, 
that indeed 'tis ſo great an Unhappineſs, and ill Acci- 
dent in our State, and at this very JunCture, and Cri- 
ſis, I mean the War, that even the Taxes themſelyes 
are not ſo Burdenſome : And all. this is conber WI 

univerſal 
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fallen to amp Money that 


they, 


univerſal Defe& and- Negligence, in permitting -Crop'd 
Money "to pals _ firſt, and in only hanging the Of- 
fender, -when caught, and —_— convited by -Proof 
undeniable'; which redclf'd *bur ky of that vaſt Cbr- 
poration, who have not in the' leaſt been dererr'd from 
theſe "foul and pernicious Prattices againſt the State; 
nor is it to be expeQted they 'are ever to be (card and 
baullk*d 'by Dangling,” and tho' great Numbers of them 
(which as I Kintal before weakens the Community) 
have' of late Years daned that way, and been tied up 
from their Meat, and died in their ts abate- 
ment of their Viljanics ; for now nm, the greateſt 
part of the old Com (for the new 1s | vanifh'd, has 
difappear'd for a long time) is pair'd doſe, for 
they * fate gone ina pek bin ee 8 they are 
chmble the old very well, 
hat, alas! is not' worth rwo' Pence” half-pery- the Shil- 
ing, of which they make great plenty, eſpecially'now, 
and ever ſince the Hel: Crowns were im in their 
paſſing ; 'nay, ſach is'thetr . Condeſcenfion, that they 
vouchſafe to make us new Six-pences, to aſſiſts thees- 
fier in our Exchange ; - and for the old crack'd Pieces 
which oteafior'd''a Provifion in 'an'AR of 'Parliament, 
"rounded very handfomly,” and made fo ſmall 
that "Hey 1 are not” of Two-pence Yale. '' Now' if theſe 
ſort of Vermin, after'a fair and legal Conviftion, were 
doom'd ro/Ont and "twenty Years Impriſonment and 
hard Labour, t ey would be damnably put to it : One 
Example 'of this Kind would terrifie them more than 
the Hanging of a Hundred, which is forgot as ſoon as 
the. Story is told, or _ in the Publick Account : This 
Ne Hear bY a 9» freſh jn their view, and ſtrike 'em to 
t? an erernal Priſoner ! ( for ſo *twould 


happen 


happen to: forme, who would , die there, ) anda kind of 
Shave too | Oh good God! lay they, Fil have a; Care of 
my Carkafs, -and” my ſweet Liberty : How npperabls 
wil be to: work daily 2: to live'and dic - within the 
Grats: Thoſe: Iron-Barrs. would, frighten them more 
than they do,'-if they were to: be longer in their fight: 
But: they are in; a-Seftions gow; about a Month, and 
ſametimes come off,- thea with ,Joy they return to the 
old Game; I my elf | have been, upon a Grand-Jury 
when there were: Eight and: twenty of theſe Varlets In- 
dicted, and we found the Bills againſt Six and twenty; 
and of all theſe there was but one ( as I was afterwards 
inform'd' 'by the: Judge ) executed ; beſides, when tis 
their Deſtiny to: die, they take it pretty paticatly, they 
die! hard,: as *tis now" tall'd; thetis, Obſtinate. and Im- 
penitent,, and comfort themſelves; before-hand with the 
Thovglis of the termenation-of/ all their Griefs and 
Sorrows; and; beſides, they have jaabib'd this Dottrine, 
That *tis:no! Sin againſt Heaven;' but only againſt Hue 
mane Laws;'which! they expiate; by paying thew Lives: 
Surly the Pazſons don't take fo much Pains with theſe 
People as'they thould. 


-.: And:\now'to condude, for I think cis high, time, I 
am 'not for-thoſe ' Sangiiinary: Laws,, 1n uſe. in Germany, 
Poland, Maſcovy,and thoſe colder Regions, where they 
hang a poor Rogue for ſtealing the value of a Halter, 
or a Gooſe, or fuch trivial and worthleſs. things; they 
are very ftharp and ſevere in their Executions, which 
has not the wifh'd Effe& : Tho' this may ſeem. more 
neceffary in fome of thoſe Countries, which are often 
the Scats of War, and are always ( even in Peacetul 


Times) cramm'd with Soldiers, an unruly and ungo- 
vernable. 
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vernable ſort of Gentlemen, and indeed, without a ſtri& 
and tight Diſcipline, little better than a Mob; 'the Bur. 
ghers or Citizens, nay, the Boors or Countrymen, could 
not enjoy their own, nor ſupply the Markets, or ca 

on their Trades ; for the Martialifts are Liquoriſh Folks, 
and love good things, but dowt care to Labour for them, 
"is fortierhing beneath 'the Style and Charatter' they 
bear , being at their firſt Enliſting dubt»d Gentlemen, 
which they retain to the laſt Moment of their Lives : 
An honourable Bait to eatch the Credulous and the 


Weak ! 


The French are hard-hearted and cruel, very rigid in 
their Executions ; for 'Murder, Robbery, or Thett, the 
Wheel, the Gallies, -crop their Noſes, - and: ſlice their 
Cheeks: Theirs is a Country of Soldiers too, and un- 
der ſome kind of Neceflity of ſevere [Diſcipline and 
exemplary Puniſhment ; - for, in the loweſt: reform in 
Peace, there is maintain'd and kept on foot Ninety tho! 
fand Men, for the Land-Service only : And this - mut. 
be confeſs'd, they are under the beſt Diſcipline in the 
World; they are mightily to be commended for it. 
The Freneh, like the Erg/iſh, don't value common 
Hanging ; I have ſeen a Yale: dance upon the Scaf- 
fold, juſt'before the Hempen Ribband was put on, fo 
little they value that hard courſe Neck-cloth, tho' *tis 
tied ſo hard it choaks 'em ; but, ſince that breaking 
their Bones by degrees, and then giving the fatal Blow, 
with a ponderous Piece of Iron, Robberies and Mur- 
ders are not ſo common and cuſtomary , they have 
been ſuppreſt in this Reign ; as has Tilting, which us'd 
to be upon every ſlight and trivial Occaſion, out come 
Toledo, or Bilboa, almoſt without any Provocation. 

However, 
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However, upon the whole Matter, I am clearly for 
the mild and gentle Laws and Government we liveun- 
der, with excluſion to all other ; nay, even I think it 
Severity and Cruelty to confiſcate the Eſtate, tho” in 
Crimes of Lzſe Majz/tats, fo to ſtarve the Wife and 
Children , and ruine the whole Family of Innocents ; 
nor fo much as knowing, and, to be ſure, not at all con- 
cern'd in their infortunate Husband and Father's Fol- 
lies and Miſcarriages. Lenity and Clemency have pre- 
ſerv'd many a Prince ; whereas the contrary has de- 
ftroy'd many a one, and invelV'd their Kingdoms in 
Blood: Mercy 1s one of the '<hief Attributes of the 
Deity, and when Sovereigns are fo, they imitate at 
teaft, if not come near to a God. *Tis Natural and 
Humane to preferve rather than deſtroy; and therefore 
F ſhalt end with this, That if my kind Tender of my 
Services to my Country were redue'd into Pratice, 
not One in Ten would be hang'd that are; which 
would be much to our Honour, Advantage, and In- 
tereſt. | | 
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O this may be added, by way of Supplement, 

} | The great Shame, Scandal and Detriment that 
falls on the Commonwealth, by tolerating ſuch 

vaſt, Numbers. of Beggars', Bees without Honey, tho' 
not without Sting ; mere Drones, Vagabonds, lazy, 
. Joitering and idle People, that :live upon the Alms. of 
others, with the. Aſſiſtance. of Pilfring- and Stealing ; 
many. of which Mendicants have and do arrive at pro- 
digious Eſtates, hardly to be belicy'd, but by fair Diſ- 
coveries known to be certainly ſo ; others Conſiderable, 
all competent Living and Maintenance ; and this with- 
out one ſtroke of Work, or one drop of Sweat, wan- 
dring from Morning till Night, from Street to Street, 
laying out the whole City in proper Diſtrits and Di- 
viſions; and what is really very marvellous, and yet 
moſt demonſtratively true, of this huge and vaſt Ar. 
my of ars here and throughout the whole King- 
dom, Blind, Lame, pretenders'to, and feigners of both, 
Infirm, Diſabled, Aged, Subtil and Crafty Knaves, who, 
for the ſake of their gainful Profeſſion, and to cully in 
Charity, have an Art, by applying a certain Herb, to 
any ſound Part of their or Arms, in twenty four 
Hons, will draw ſo prodigzouſly, to make it look like 
an Sore, tho' without any Pain: I fay, of this 
great 


right Want, no not in the hardeſt, difiiculteſt, and 
molt tedious Winters ; they live well, and ſolace theme 
ſelves at their return in th= Evening, with good Viu- 
als and ſtrong Liquors: Theſe Varlets and Vermin 
( for they are no better ) might be put under a good 
Regulation, and made of vaſt Uſe and Advantage to 
the Publick; the Profits of whoſe Labour, might be 
there lodged, to bear heavy Expences, and attend on 
Emergencies ; but all Endeavours will prove vain, and 
want Succeſs, unleſs this Treatiſe ſhould rouſe up ſome 
Noble, Gallant and Publick Spirit athong us, ( and to 
ſuppoſe that we want fuch, would be an Afﬀront upon 
the whole Nation) abſtratted from the Farthy and 
Drofſie Part, I mean Selt-lntereſt, the common Poiſon, 
and univerſal Bane of good and great Enterprizes : 
However, there are rich Men enough who woutd liſten 
to this Offer; becauſe, if a Scheme like this were 
_ formd, it would rurn to their Advantage, they would 
depoſit a round Summ, to advance ſuch an Honoura. 
ble and Profitable Undertaking, which in few Years 
(if well manag'd ) would produce great Gain* to the 
Corporation, even beyond what ſome Traders get, and 
this without any Hazard, Riſque, or Adventure ; nay, 
if none of this would go down, if theſe Vagrant Mex- 
dicants were but impriſon'd for a limited time, and put 
to bodily Labour, and thin Diet, as often as they are 
caught upon the March, they would be ſo ſick of that 
kind of Treatment, and fo very defirous of their Li- 
berty again, that they would ſoon abandon that ſcan- 
dalous Life, and ſeek out ſome honeſt Method of Main. 
tenance. And indeed the Priſons, of all kinds, through- 


out the whole Kingdom, ought to be regulated, their 
Fees 
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great Army, not one dies with Hunger, or mere downs - 
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